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stamineum is common in some areas and dense heath thickets of Kalmia latifolia and
Rhododendron maximum and minus occur on the southwest slopes below Hickory
Flats. Herbs are fairly dense with Aristolochia serpentaria, Erigeron pulchellus, and
Trillium catesbaei frequently encountered. The rare Senecio obovatus, Corallorhiza
maculata, and Tortula ammonsiana occur here, the latter on to hornblende gneiss
boulders are in small numbers.
Montane Cedar-Hardwood Woodland: The rocky cliffs continue and become more
extensive on the southeast slope of The Dismal. The dominance of Juniper and
presence of Sedum glaucophyllum suggests this community type even though all
expected species are not present.
Acidic Cove Forest: This type occurs on the lower slopes along Neddie Creek. Tsuga
canadensis is the most common canopy species with varying amounts of Quercus
rubra and Liriodendron tulipifera. Dense Rhododendron occurs over much of the
type, with occasional patches of richer woods with species such as Trillium vaseyi
and Galearis spectabilis.

Special Status Species present:
Plants: .
Macrocoma sullivantii (Sullivant's maned moss) SR SI G5
Saxifraga careyana (Careys saxifrage) WI 3C S3 CEQ
Sedum glaucophyllum (Cliff stonecrop) WI S2 G3G4
Senecio obovatus (Roundleaf ragwort) WI S1S2 G5
Senecio millefolium (Divided-leaf ragwort) T C2 S2 G2?
Tortula ammonsiana (Ammons tortula) SR SI G5
Animals:
Corvus corax (Common raven) SR S3 G5

Potential for other special Status Species:
High. This rugged area is difficult to traverse with only part of the area surveyed.
Other noteworthy species or features present:

Site integrity: Good.
Average DBH of canopy trees: In most areas 40-45 cm, small in the cove.
Maximum DBH of canopy trees: Quercus montana to 93 cm; others to 80-85 cm
Fire regime: No significant evidence
Logged: Probably during the past 50 years.
Even-aged canopy: Not present.
Non-native or weedy spp.:
Others: The Nantahala Power and Light Company maintains an electric transmission
line across the site.
Adjacent land use: General forest, hydroelectric reservoir, transmission right-of
way, recreational areas.

Significance of site: Regional (level 3).
Discussion: 1) This area contains high-quality communities, especially noteworthy
is the large rock outcrop where unusual plant associations occur with scattered
Juniperus virginiana growing along with Tsuga caroliniana and a mixture of acidic
cliff and cedar woodlands species growing together. 2) Rare plants include
Macrocoma sullivantii, Saxifraga careyana, Sedum glaucophyllum, Senecio
millefolium, S. obovatus, and Tortula ammonsiana.
Protection Considerations and Management Needs:


